Assignment 4: Media Tool Presentation (15%)

The purpose of this assignment is to research the pedagogical and technical
possibilities related to an online media development or distribution tool or platform.
This assignment has two components: a written report (8 marks) and a group
presentation (7 marks). As a group you will write a short report in blog post form of
no more than 500 words excluding references, and share your findings in a
synchronous group presentation of no more than 10 minutes excluding participant
questions. Your synchronous presentation can take place within a web-conferencing
tool provided by TRU or by another tool of your choosing (please clear alternate
tools with the course instructor). Your blog post must accept comments for others to
ask questions or engage in discussion and your synchronous presentation must
include time for participant questions.

Working in groups of 2 or 3, your research, report, and presentation will centre on
one specific platform or tool that allows you to create or edit media, and/or allows
you to distribute media. Your Open Learning Faculty Member must approve the
platform or tool before you begin. An appropriate media platform would be a web-
based service that allows you to host media and share it with others, like YouTube.
An online tool would be a web-based site that allows you to create or edit media
(e.g., Google Draw). The presentation and report should address these topics:

1) Academic or informal writing on the educational benefits of the tool or platform
including:
e Published research on the educational use of the specific tool/platform or on
similar tools or platforms
e Writing from educational bloggers or other non-academic sources

2) Aspects of tool use by instructors including:
e Ease of use
e How it supports pedagogically-sound development, configuration, or
distribution of media
e How it supports accessibility and universal design for learning

3) Aspects of tool use by students including:
e Suitability for individual student and group use
e Appropriateness for project-based learning
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Submit the link to your blog post/page to the Moodle Assignment page and indicate
the date/time of your synchronous presentation on the Assignment 4 Presentation
schedule Google Doc.
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